
 

 

Noteworthy News from Pakachoag Music School of Greater Worcester 
 

A publication of Pakachoag Music School, an independent, not-for-profit community school of 
the arts, providing news and information on school programs and activities  
for students & family members, friends, educators, and community organizations. 

The  Tenu to  

Spr ing 2011 

Pakachoag Music Plays Round the Clock 

You can now view an on-going roster of 
Pakachoag events and other date-oriented 
postings such as program start 
dates, openings of registration, 
and payment due dates, on the 
School’s web site.  The calendar 
is updated monthly. 

School Calendar  
Now On-Line 

Worcester Youth Orchestras Set 
the Stage; Rehearsals Move to 
Saturdays Starting September 

Student Highlights:  
  

Oxford University, England  
Opera at La Scala, Milan 

 
Alumna Heidi Grek, above at 
Oxford, a graduate of 
Pakachoag’s Music Together 
program, is spending her Junior 
year abroad at Oxford 
University as the recipient of a 
Holy Cross fellowship where she 
is double majoring in English/
Creative Writing and German.  
 
While in Europe, Heidi is 
traveling and studying German 
at the Goethe Institute in 
Göttingen.  During a visit to 
Milan, Heidi attended, at Italy’s 
renowned La Scala Opera 
House, Ulisse, an opera by Luigi  
Dallpiccola  composed in 1968. 

 
Read more student and alumni 
news on page 3. 

▲ 

Sundays are bustling this year with strings and 
winds and tympani– as the Worcester Youth 
Orchestras, including the WYO Chamber Orchestra, 
(back cover) with Artistic Director Audrey White, and 
the new Young Peoples 
Orchestras of Greater 
Worcester (YoPO) with 
Susan Kircchausen (below) 
rehearse throughout the 
education wing here at 
Pakachoag.  YoPO is fast 
becoming the prep 
orchestra for WYO and 
we’re delighted to see so 
many young musicians 
having fun playing together 
and learning new music.  
Watch the WYO website 
for information on Fall 
2011 auditions. 

Violin Gifted to Reward 
Exemplary Achievement 

 
Pakachoag is honored to receive a gift 

of a quality violin suitable for a serious high 
school student.  The violin, which will be 
awarded on an annual basis as a special 
loan to a deserving student, will be known 
as the Stanley & Eileen Berman Award 
for Exemplary Achievement in Violin.  
Dr. Eileen Berman of Rhode Island 
contacted the School this winter, writing:  
“We would like to think this will be a 
motivator and incentive for some young 
student who aspires to do great things, to 
look forward to playing an instrument he 
or she could not otherwise afford.” 

The violin will be loaned each year to a 
Worcester Youth Orchestra or Pakachoag 
student who is in at least the 10th grade.  
Precedence will be given to students who 
toggle both organizations—taking lessons 
at Pakachoag and playing in WYO.  For 
more information on how to apply for 
consideration, please contact the 
Pakachoag office. 

Worcester Youth 
Orchestras 

Sunday, June 19th  
45th Gala  

End of Season Concert 

Mechanics Hall      3:00 p.m 
 

Saturday Rehearsals 
starting September 

9:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

Education Wing at 
Pakachoag 

 

www. 
worcesteryouthorchestras.org 

Inside:     

Summer  Program Highlights - Registration Open    Page 2 

Page 2 

Access & Financial Aid Program Growing Pages 4 & 5 

New Board Members  Bring Unique Perspectives   
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The Tenuto 

Pakachoag Music School announces three recent additions to its Board of 
Directors.  These newest members bring specialized business expertise designed 
to move the School into a new strategic phase tied to growth and sustainability. 

 
George Charles Allen of Millbury is Founding Director and Vice 

President of The Worcester Regional Flight Academy (WRFA).  He is a 
published author and the recipient of several literary awards which accompanied 
a B.A. in classics and philosophy from Clark University, with postgraduate 
studies at the University of Edinburgh.  George is the Founder/President of the 
Worcester Aerospace Education Foundation, Inc., and an active member of 
several local business associations.  He has appeared on various Worcester radio 
stations and cable channels in connection with his role at the WRFA, and was 
recently featured in the Worcester Business Journal.  George, a vocal supporter 
of early musical education, grew up ‘down the hill’ from Pakachaog (which is 
located ‘up the hill’ from Holy Cross College), attended Pakachoag Music 
School concerts in his youth, and is a self-taught classical pianist who often 
jokes that his life is a three-part fugue between his love for literature, music and 
aviation. 

 

Jean Jesensky of Bolton  is Principal of Endswell Indexing, a professional 
indexer of books, web/HTML documentation, and technical and business 
documentation in both print and electronic format.  Jean is a member of the 
American Society for Indexing, and past President of the New England ASI 
chapter.  She is also a member of BNI, Holden Chapter, Bookbuilders of 
Boston, CAEN (Cambridge Academic Editors Network), the Editorial 
Freelancers Association, the League of Vermont Writers, and the Society of 
Professional Communicators.  Jean holds a degree in music from Clark 
University. 

 

Andrew Weigl of Southborough is a product management consultant in 
the financial services industry.  His focus is on marketing, strategy and customer 
service delivery.   He spent 13 years with Fidelity Investments in marketing and 
service operations roles, and prior to that held management positions with 
Motorola and Digital Equipment Corporation. Andy holds a B.S. in Operations 
Research/Industrial Engineering and an MBA, both from Cornell University. 
Andy and his wife, Bonnie, live in Southborough. Their two children both took 
private instruction at Pakachoag and are continuing to play at college. 

Summer 2011 
 
 

For more information, click on ‘Summer’ on the home web page. 
 

Music & Movement Samplers  
for ages birth thru four;  

also ages 2 to 8 - for children with and without special needs. 

Creative Arts Weeks -  ages 5, 6 and 7. 

Suzuki Classes and Lessons:  Violin, Guitar  - ages 4.5 up. 

Flute, Clarinet, Piano, Violin, Viola and Cello Lessons 

Fiddle! (Suzuki Book Level  II & III; or Level IV) -Adults Welcome 

Guitar Ensemble                  Jazz Ensemble 

Foundation for Advancement of 
String Education  (FASE, Inc.) 
Promotes String Education at 
Pakachoag and Around the 
World 

 
Pakachoag is pleased to be the recipient of a 

FASE grant award this year which is being used to 
support string education through financial aid 
provided to young violinists and cellists studying at 
Pakachoag. 

FASE, Inc. is a non-profit educational 
organization dedicated to the promotion and 
development of string education through financial 
support, and teacher training, and by promoting 
the philosophy of Dr. Geroge Bornoff.   

Dr. Bornoff was a leader in string education 
for many decades in Canada and the US.  As a 
teacher at Columbia University in the 1940’s, he 
published a number of method books which 
provide a unique system of string education.  Dr. 
Bornoff went on to serve as a professor of string 
education at BU from 1953 until his retirement in 
1970.  He is often known as the ‘teacher of 
teachers’ and continued to train string teachers 
until his death in 1998 at the age of 91.  Today, 
FASE continues the work of Dr. Bornoff. 

Pakachoag’s music library includes a set of 
Bornoff Method Books for Strings, available for 
loan, donated by Sarah Smongeski whose own 
music education training included instruction 
linked to the Bornoff method. 

For more information about Dr. Bornoff and 
FASE, visit www.fase.org. 

New Board Members Bring Unique Expertise 

Jessica and Josh of 
Douglas, while it was 
snowy outside,  were 
keeping warm with 
Music Together inside 
at Pakachoag during 
January. 

▲
 

Photo courtesy Linda Croteau-Brooks 
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The Tenuto 

… Support / Sustaining 
The Tenuto 

Director's Circle  
($1,000 +) 
# Catherine Z. &  
 J. Christopher Collins 
# Meg & Steven Gallo 
Massachusetts  
 Cultural Council 
# Drs. Martha &  
 Arthur Pappas 
# Alison Snyder &  
 Don Allison 
# Patricia & Paul Verderese 
In Memory of  Georgette C. 
 & Joseph L. Smongeski 
 
Composers ($500 +) 
# Barbara & Donald Groves 
# Susan & John Howland 
# Tom & Barbara Ingrassia 
# Kallin & Linda Johnson 
In Memory of Frank &  
 Betty Kalonas 
Susan Kraft &  
 Donald Michaels 
# Jane & Dennis Neslusan 
# Rod & Kathleen O'Connor 
# The Shah Family 
# John Paul Verderese 
# Bonnie & Andy Weigl 
 
Conductors ($250+) 
Henry & Elaine Ciborowski 
Julie & Andrew Kelleher 
Michael Lapomardo 
Charles & Nydia Moser 
Patricia & Paul Verderese* 
 
Soloists ($100+) 
Alden Anderson 
Beverly & Robert Bachelder 
Janeen & Rex Baker 
Peter & Tina Balesano 
Donald Bloom* 
Daniel & Diane Browne 
Nisha Koshy Cocchiarella 
Marjorie & John Farr 
Dot & Donald Favreau 
Joyce Fuller 
Robert & Janice Gallo 
Antoinette Giannini 
Barbara & Dick Granger 
Joshua Gunaratnam &  
 Santhini Dheenathayalan 
Silvia & Donald Irving 
Tom & Pam Johnson 
Susan Kraft & Donald 
 Michaels* 

Jennifer & Jeff LaBonte 
John & Gail Lefferts 
Bernard Lempicki 
Lea & Leonard Lipner 
Gary & Diane MacConnell 
Christine & Christopher 
 McCoy 
Fred & Kathleen  
 Monbouquette 
Morgan-Worcester, Inc. 
Music Club of Worcester 
Peggy & Allen Perry 
In Memory of Honor  
 Stickney Pollok 
Christine &  
 Matthew Rearwin 
Marcia & Laurence Reich 
Elaine & Bill Rynders 
Mary Anne & Brian Slack 
Candace & Neel Smith 
South County Physical  
 Therapy 
Kerri & Bob Stearns, Jr. 
Caroline & John Stoffel 
Vickie & Bob Thebeau 
Lisa & Gregg Vuona 
Debbie & Steve Yerdon 
Di Zhao & Michael Wu 
 
Section Leaders (50+) 
Brian & Maureen Bane 
Karmen Bogdesic &  
 Dinko  Vujic 
Ruby & Derek Burke 
Joan & John Butterworth, Jr. 
Cristina & Greg Canning 
Richard Cote 
Jane Costello 
Jeff & Melodie Hanks 
Julie & Evan Ingersoll 
Yi Jiang & Yang Xie 
Paul Jourcin 
Dennis Knight 
In Memory of   
 Leeroy Knowlton 
Judes Look-Why 
Loretta & Evan McHugh 
Jane & Andres Molina 

Morris Auto Radiator Co., 
 Inc. 
Susan & John Pacek 
Apurva & Ketaki Patel 
Ewa & Jerry Piekielniak 
Barbara Riel 
In Memory of Al Russo 
Marie Sandoli & Carl Nelson 
Susan Stafford &  
 James Demetry 
Urszula Wierbik 
 
Friends 
Anonymous 
Eleanor Bergquist 
Roger & Aimee Brunelle 
Rebecca Day 
Amy Dobecki 
Louise Downie 
Andi & Al Esposito 
Wayne Everett  
Dr. Kurt & Dorothy Frisch* 
Lisa & Kevin Geraghty 
Kristy & Jeremy Graves 
In Honor of  
 Candace M. Holmberg 
Dorothy & David Julian 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Maxim & Isabella Korn 
Polly & Myles Kimmitt 
In Memory of Paul LaBlanc 
Marie Laviolette 
Jeffrey & Ottilie Levine 
Beverly Martiros 
Inna Muravnik 
Music Club of Worcester 
In Memory of Mary  
 Patterson 
Ron Plutnicki 
Christine & Matthew  
 Rearwin* 
Sheila Reid  
Ron & Cynthia Staub 
Rebecca & Michael Stubljar 
Barbara Wilson 
 
*Save the Pianos Fund 

SPONSOR 
SPOTLIGHT  

  

Pakachoag is grateful 
to the following sponsors 
for their support, which not 
only makes for a successful event/
program, but strengthens the school 
in its ability to fulfill its Mission: 
 
2010-2011 
Conducting Sponsors: 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette 
FletcherTilton, P.C. 
 

Solo Sponsors:  
Millbury Federal Credit Union 
Security Engineered Machinery 
  

Sponsors: 
Karen Clark Hoey & Peter Hoey 
 
2010-2011 – Event Sponsors 
FLETCHERTILTON, P.C. 
www.ftwlaw.com 
 
TOM INGRASSIA PRODUCTIONS  
www.IngrassiaProductions.com 
 
SAVERS BANK 
www.saversbank.com 
 
SECURITY ENGINEERED MACHINERY 
www.semshred.com 
 
SOUTH COUNTY PHYSICAL THERAPY 
www.southcountypt.com 
 
UNIBANK 
www.unibank.com 
 
UNION MUSIC 
www.unionmusic.com 
 
WEBSTER FIVE 
www.web5.com 
 
2010-2011 – Suzuki Sponsor 
JOHNSON STRING INSTRUMENT 
www.johnsonstring.com 

 
Community partners, we have begun 

accepting sponsorships for the 2011-2012 
school year.  This is not only an opportunity 
to spotlight your business, but also supports 
an incredible local resource.  To learn more, 
please contact Kerri Stearns, Manager of 
Development at (508) 791-8159 or via 
email at kspakmusic@earthlink.net  

2010-2011 Annual Fund  
Thank you Annual Fund contributors.  Your support sustains the school  

and  assures quality music-making for hundreds throughout  
the Greater Worcester Community. 

We continue to accept donations at this time for the FY11 fund.  This listing is current as of April 1, 2011 

# Cavatina Society Member 
To learn more about becoming a Cavatina Society 
Member, please contact Kerri Stearns, Manager of  
Development, at (508) 791-8159. 
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In This Issue... Summer Programs 

 An independent, not-for-profit Community Schools for the Arts. 

Address Update: 
□ Please change my address as  
 noted on the right. 

□ I am receiving duplicates; please delete 
 my name as shown on right 

□  Please remove me from your  
 mailing list. 
 
Or…  e-mail requests if you prefer. 

Sarah Smongeski,  
Executive Director 

Kerri Stearns,  
Manager of Development 

Elaine Rynders,  
Office Manager 

Jennifer Barrett,  
Business Manager 

Spring 2011 News 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Patti Verderese, President 

Tom Ingrassia, Vice President 
George Charles Allen 

Joan Butterworth 
Nisha Koshy Cocchiarella, Esq. 

Meg Gallo 
Barbara Groves 
Melodie Hanks 
Jean Jesensky 

Kallin Johnson 
Julie Kelleher, CPA 
Michael Lapomardo 

Marcia Reich 
Andy Weigl 

 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Madeleine Ahlquist 
Rev. Robert Bachelder 
Catherine Z. Collins 

Barbara Granger 
Catherine Hoover-Smith, PT 

Rev. Dennis Knight 
Charles Moser 

Sue Natoli 
Martha Pappas 

Return Service Requested 

Your support is keeping the music playing around the clock ! 
Clockwise from Upper Left:   

WYO Conductor Audrey 
White leads chamber 
ensemble;  

Tenor Daniel Allison, 
Alumnus, sings Bernstein’s 
Maria;  

A little one keeps the beat 
during Music Together; 

The Unison of Strings 
performs with director Amy 
Matherly & family  
for the annual Cabaret;  

Musical Theatre’s Barnyard 
Moosical presented in April; 

Singers and pianist provide 
background music during 
the Cabaret WineTasting;     

a WYO flutist rehearses in 
preparation for the June 
Gala concert. 

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 L

in
da

 C
ro

te
au

-B
ro

ok
s 

Photos courtesy of Bill Rynders 
 

Photo courtesy Linda Croteau-Brooks 
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